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Hotels as diverse as our guests ® 

Our strength in experience and diversity 

offers the perfect fit for anyone visiting 
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People make the difference.
You can have the most luxurious resort facilities, the finest cuisine and 
the most perfect beach, but at the end of the day, our travel experiences 
come back to the human connection. In this issue we feature Paradise 
Cove in the Yasawa Islands – a resort where over three-quarters of the 
staff come from the local village. Because of this local ‘ownership’, the 
service goes beyond polished - you’re genuinely welcomed as a guest in 
their home – which makes all the difference. 

In this issue we cover some more fantastic Fijian 
experiences, including the 
recently opened Malamala Beach 
Club. Plus we have another great 
prize to finish off the year – five 
nights at Crusoe’s Retreat on Fiji’s 
Coral Coast. 

As 2017 comes to an end, we’d 
like to thank all our advertisers and 
readers for your continued support. 
We appreciate it and we’ll be back 
next year doing our bit for travel in 
the South Pacific. 
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In our last issue we had 5 nights 
at Sheraton New Caledonia Deva 
Spa and Golf Resort up for grabs 
– and our very lucky winner was 
Maria Coles – a Senior Travel 
Consultant who works out of 
Helloworld in Cambridge. 

It will be Maria’s first trip to New 
Caledonia, so she was obviously 
quite excited to hear she’d been 
picked. As were her two sons who 
get to tag along too! Well done 
Maria, you’ll all love every minute 
of it!

A big thank you to Sheraton New Caledonia Deva Spa and Golf Resort, 
we appreciate your support. And a big thanks to all those Islandtime 
readers that entered.

Our latest lucky winner is….
Cover Image: Paradise Cove, Fiji  © Mark Snyder

Welcome to Paradise Cove
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“Which is the best island to go to?” When you publish a South Pacific 
travel magazine, you get asked this quite a lot. My reply is always the 
same. It just depends on what sort of experience you’re looking for. 
With school holidays looming, we took our own advice. The brief was 
chilled out, family-friendly, great food, great beaches and somewhere 
far enough off the beaten track to feel like an adventure. Our pick.  
Fiji’s Yasawa Islands. Our resort of choice. Paradise Cove. 

A slice of paradise
Unwinding in the Yasawa Islands 
By Matt Taylor
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Untouched boutique beauty
The Yasawa islands are rugged, remote, and still very authentic. In fact, land-based tourism 
only began in 1987, which means the Yawasa Islands offer an unplugged holiday in the most 
picture-postcard of surroundings. 

Paradise Cove fits perfectly into 
this scenario
When you first approach the resort, you can’t help but feel very fortunate. The stretch of 
perfect white sand, layers of clear blue sparkling waters, the string of swaying palms – it’s 
picture postcard stuff and we get to stay here!

Being a boutique resort (there are 45 rooms ranging from cosy garden bungalows to 
expansive private beach houses), there’s none of the mad rush you’ll find in the large 
mainland resorts. Instead, Paradise Cove has a lovely, laid-back feel. Sure the resort sits 
at the five-star end of the luxury scale, but the people who come here do so because they 
love getting back to basics. And because they do, Paradise Cove is thankfully missing the 
pretentious edge you get at some high-end properties.     

Water, water everywhere
As you might expect, the water sports on offer are fabulous. The channel in front of the resort 
is perfect for snorkelling, kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding. In keeping with the relaxed 
nature of the resort, they’ve also decided to do without motorised activities like jet-skiing. A 
wise decision. The Yasawas are well-known for their fantastic diving and the resort has an 
excellent diving shop with PADI qualified diving professionals on hand. There are 35 diving 
sites in the local area including reefs, drop-offs, pinnacles, dive-throughs and two wreck dives 
– ie, divers are spoiled for choice. There is also some excellent game fishing on offer. You can 
even try hand fishing local style, too. The manta ray snorkelling is a must do, plus there are 
some excellent snorkelling excursions on offer as well.  

Fresh off the boat
Maintaining a high standard of cuisine can be a challenge when you’re sitting 50 kilometres 
from the mainland. But with some expert juggling, the kitchen, led by Executive Chef, Rainal 
Sahai manages superbly. In fact, they do it so well, we would easily rate Paradise Cove’s food 
offer as one of Fiji’s finest. Rainal incorporates local produce as much possible and he ships in 
imported lamb, beef and salmon to add variety. The result is fresh, fragrant meals, all expertly 
cooked and carefully presented. It’s hard to single out a certain dish, but a couple of standouts 
were the eggs benedict for breakfast – what a way to start the day. The schnitzel sandwich on 

ciabatta was a popular lunchtime pick and my personal favourite was the super-tasty beef curry 
which came with a delectable tropical chutney, dahl, naan bread and poppadoms! The resort 
also has a compulsory food plan, which makes life easy. You simply pick and choose what your 
heart desires, without having to worry about scanning the price list.        

Manta ray magic
If you do one thing during your stay at Paradise Cove, it’s swimming with the manta rays 
that frequent the waters of the nearby "Manta Ray Channel" between May and October. The 
Paradise Cove snorkelling guides fill in the 10-minute boat ride to the channel with stories 
about the local area. But when we reach the channel, it’s all action. Spotters keep a look 
for the manta rays and on this excursion they pick them out virtually straight away. With the 
safety briefing done, four guides dive into the clear blue waters, to lead resort guests in the 
right direction. In a word, the experience is quite magical. These gentle giants are driven 
along by wide fins that look more like wings. Being in the water as they slowly "fly" over, 
under and around you is an amazing sensation. I was lucky enough to have one large manta 
swim straight for me, mouth wide open, gulping the tiny plankton they need to survive. All up 
we spend about 30 minutes in the water and the manta rays are with us the whole time. As a 
bonus, we get to see vast schools of small silver fish following each other in random patterns. 
And apparently, small reef sharks swim these waters, too! Afterwards, there is a boat full of 
big smiles – swimming with the manta rays in the Yasawa Islands – one of those things you’ll 
never forget. 

Privacy for the grown-ups
While Paradise Cove opened in mid-2013, The Cove adults-only section has only been 
open since July 2017. The new addition has been a great success and added a whole new 
dimension to the resort. While family guests can splash and yahoo to their heart's content in 
the original pool area, grown-ups seeking quiet time can mosey down the path to The Cove. 
There they’ll find two swimming pools, numerous lounge areas, a sunset fire pit and a funky 
bar in the shape of a boat. And if you get a bit peckish, you simply order off the main resort 
menu and your dish will be delivered.

Need your space? Go to the other side
There very few resorts that can say they’re spread over two different islands. But Paradise 
Cove is one of them. Sitting across the deep blue channel from the main resort area is 
another picture postcard island where Paradise Cove has four spacious two-bedroom luxury 
beach houses. Going backward and forwards is easy – simply call up a boatman and they’ll 
be there in a few minutes. In the morning a private butler will fix your breakfast. Otherwise, the 
beach houses provide true Robinson Crusoe-style tranquillity, with the all the resort facilities a 
two-minute boat ride away.
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Get pampered in paradise
When in paradise, why not pamper! Here the Nauka Spa is the place to do just that. 
Tucked away in a quiet, leafy corner of the resort, the spa has enough on the menu to keep 
anyone happy. Choose from pedicures, manicures, wraps, facials and a variety of delicious 
massages, including the 90-minute Paradise Signature massage that will have you floating 
back to your sun lounger in a state of bliss. The treatments are also very well-priced for 
a luxury resort spa – for example, the Paradise Massage will set you back FJ$130 (about 
NZ$90) – which is excellent value for money. 

We’ll be back
As a family, we’re lucky enough to explore the South Pacific on a regular basis. We get 
to stay in and compare a lot of different places. Some are good. Some are not so good. 
But every now and again we come across a gem. A place we will definitely come back to. 
Paradise Cove is one of those places.     

How do you reach paradise?
From Nadi, there are a few different ways to get to Paradise Cove. The quickest options 
helicopter or seaplane. You’ll be up and down in a tick over 20 minutes and you’ll enjoy some 
amazing views of the Yasawa Islands and the neighbouring Mamanuca Islands that sit further 
south. If your budget is a little tighter, you can travel by sea on the Yasawa Flyer. The big 
yellow catamaran leaves Denarau at 8.30am each day, stopping at a handful of Mamanuca 
Islands, before making its way north to the Yasawas. 

Swimming in the pool 
The pool at Paradise Cove is an amazing experience for all water babies. It 
has a deep end for awesome swimmers and a shallow end for the not so 
good swimmers.

Joining Kid’s Club 
The Kids Club is a paradise for kids who love to play. The Kids Club will 
entertain your kids for hours with fun and games. Every night all the kids have 
dinner together, so you have lots of good friends.

Teens Tent 
Teens Tent is a cool tent that has table tennis, air hockey, foosball and XBOX 
360. Teens Tent is a place where kids 10+ can hang out and be themselves.

Spotlight on the beach 
At Paradise Cove, your kids will meet lots of kids and become mates because 
it is a smaller resort and everyone gets to know each other. I definitely 
recommend playing spotlight on the beach, it was one of the funniest games 
we played.

Taine McDermott, 11 years old.

Taine’s Kids Tips  
- Paradise Cove

Service like only 
locals can offer
There’s no doubt that Paradise Cove is blessed with a stunning landscape. But like any 
resort, great service sits at the heart of a great experience. At Paradise Cove, Food and 
Beverage Manager Ben works hard to make sure high service standards are maintained 
day-in-day-out. Ben is a hospitality veteran. He spent five years with the Tanoa Group, 
nine years with Blue Lagoon Cruises and has been at Paradise Cove for four years. 

“At Paradise Cove, we have a unique set-up because out of 40 or so staff. Around 
30 are from the local Soso village. So in a sense, they are the true resort owners. And 
guests can see and feel that in the way they connect. It’s a strong guest relationship 
that can’t be taught or managed – because it comes from the heart,” says Ben.

We certainly couldn’t fault the service during our stay. It was friendly, relaxed, polished 
and professional. And you did feel like you were being welcomed into one big family.  

Paradise Cove © Mark Snyder

L-R: Ben with Alfie, Assistant General Manager



PRIZE PACKAGE 
INCLUDES:
•  Five (5) nights ROH Bure Accommodation 

at Crusoe’s Retreat for agent and one guest 
(double occupancy)

• Tropical Buffet Breakfast daily

•  One FREE 30-minute massage per person 
in Coco’s Spa

PLUS free resort activities including snorkelling, 
sea kayaking, bush hikes, daily traditional Fijian 
cultural activities, village visits and more!

TO ENTER:
Which coast is Crusoe’s Retreat 
located on? To enter email your 
answer to info@islandtime.co.nz, 
subject line: 5 nights at 
Crusoe’s Retreat.  

Terms and conditions: 
Prize winner will be drawn on December 31, 2017. Prize package valid for travel 10 January - 30 May 2018 or 1 October - 10 December 2018. Prize package excludes flights, return airport 
transfers, meals and drinks not specified, personal purchases while at resort, tours, excursions, spa, scuba diving, and optional paid activities.

ABOUT CRUSOE'S RETREAT 
Nestled amongst lush tropical gardens and 
fronting a palm-fringed sandy beach and 
stunning lagoon, Crusoe’s Retreat is a friendly, 
intimate, traditional Fiji resort. Featuring only 
28 Fijian-inspired bures, Crusoe’s Retreat 
embodies all that is wonderful about the Fiji 
Islands: world-famous hospitality, an unhurried 
pace, fresh island cuisine, and a dedication to 
local culture and traditions.  

www.crusoesretreat.com

    WIN 5 NIGHTS aT  
      CRUSOE’S RETREAT  
              ON FIJI’S CORaL COAST

8 islandtime November/December 2017 
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Fiji

Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa
A fine Fijian escape
Infusing Sofitel’s French influences with exotic Fijian charms, Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa is a 
luxurious tropical retreat that offers it all. With a superb location on Denarau Island, just 
20 minutes’ drive from the Nadi International airport, Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa sits amidst a 
12-hectare garden paradise. Here guests enjoy lush surroundings and beachfront locale that 
boasts panoramic views across Nadi Bay.

The resort blends tradition with a choice of modern facilities, delectable award-winning 
restaurants, and a tranquil day spa beside what is arguably its most popular feature – one of 
the Pacific’s largest lagoon swimming pools.

Sofitel’s signature style emanates throughout the resort with classic furnishings and Fijian 
culture infused in every aspect of resort life. From indigenous artwork and carvings through 
to daily entertainment, amazing Indo-Fijian and European cuisine to the friendly Fijian faces 
that greet and host you during your stay, this mixture is magical.

Every one of Sofitel’s 296 beach-facing rooms and suites sets the scene for relaxation 
with either a balcony or terrace that make the most of Fiji’s warm sunshine. The resort also 
features a full service So Spa with a menu of unique wellbeing experiences including the 
Fijian Tropical massage, and body treatments infused with local ingredients like frangipani 
and tiare. With nine exclusive beachside bures including couples rooms and bures boasting 
outdoor garden showers, plus a private sauna, whirlpool and juice bar retreat, So Spa is a 
tranquil escape for Sofitel guests. 

The adults-only sanctuary, Waitui Beach Club, is the newest addition to Sofitel Fiji Resort & 
Spa, with a daytime focus on a personalised butler service, healthy eating, and fitness and 
wellness. Guests can also enjoy the secluded beachfront spa pool, state-of-the-art gym, and 
a 25 metre infinity lap pool.

At sunset the mood and lighting switches to a more vibrant, party atmosphere where guests 
can enjoy a range of food and beverages, sharing platters, tapas, sundowner cocktails and 
regular live entertainment.

For those who like adventure, Sofitel Fiji offers Fiji’s most extensive range of tailored water 
sports and recreation options onsite in association with onsite operator Denarau Surf Dive 
and Ski. Or in other words, this is the Fijian escape that suits everyone. 

Waitui Beach Club

Ph. +679 666 2215 
events@musketcovefiji.com

musketcovefiji.com

Just steps from the pristine sands of Malolo Lailai in the Mamanuca 

Islands, Fiji. Sits the iconic Musket Cove, a four star island resort 

which blends the barefoot ambience of a tropical island with the warm 

hospitality and traditions of the Fijian people. 

Romance is just a dream away at 

Sofitel Fiji © McLennan
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Fiji

Nanuku  are offering free one-way air transfers during the school holidays. When you’re busy working out what island to visit and which resort to stay at, organising airport transfers 
can get put on the backburner. But at Nanuku Auberge Resort Fiji, they’ve taken the hassle away and made it more affordable too. The resort has released a fantastic new offer 
which includes free one-way air transfers between its private aerodrome and Nadi International Airport for guests choosing to stay eight nights* at the luxury all-villa resort during 
school holidays*. 

Guests have the option of choosing between the resort’s full board or bed and breakfast options as part of the offer which also includes one-way road transfer to or from the airport 
via Fiji’s scenic coastline.  Nanuku Auberge Resort’s general manager, Sascha Hemmann, said the beauty of the resort having its own aerodrome made travel to Pacific Harbour 
available on a 24/7 basis, unlike travel to the Mamanuca or Yasawa Islands which are heavily reliant on daytime boat transfers.“Our private aerodrome is literally a two-minute drive 
from the resort and our guests also have the option of upgrading from a fix-wing aircraft to a helicopter which can actually land on our on-site helipad,” he said.

*Conditions apply. The one-way air transfer offer is valid for travel up to 20 December 2018 and only applies to school holiday periods excepting Christmas. Other blackout periods 
may apply. 

Go out for the day 
with one of the Twins

- Excitor to Cloud 9
- Thunder Jet to Bounty Island

Book Now!
Res PH: 6751161

E: reservations@excitorfiji.com

Nanuku takes guests to the air
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Shed 2, Port Denarau Industrial Marina,  
Port Denarau, Fiji. P: +679-6750611/7764001  
www.seafiji.net

Holiday time is precious, so why not make the most of every minute with 
a private SeaFiji Fast Boat Transfer to your destination in the Mamanucas 
or Yasawa Islands. SeaFiji also have the fun factor covered too, with a 
huge variety of watersports activities - from a Sub Sea Adventure on a 
yellow submarine, to parasailing, jetskis, banana rides, water rolling balls, 
snorkelling excursions, sports and deep sea fishing. Each way you win.  

FOR FAST ISLAND TRANSFERS  
AND A WHOLE LOT OF FUN

Fiji

Whether you want to explore the islands of Fiji, or enjoy a romantic Fijian sunset, Captain Cook Cruises can cater to your every whim. On board the Tivua Island Day Cruise, enjoy a full day 
cruise to and around Tivua Island. 

Circled by white sandy beaches and boasting 200 hectares of vivid coral reef, this tiny jewel of the Mamanuca Islands will give you a true taste of Fijian culture. Enjoy a medicine nature 
walk, learn to husk and weave coconut fibres and partake in a traditional kava ceremony. Get amongst nature and the serene beauty of the island with seasonal bird and turtle nest viewing, 
snorkelling and diving in the crystal-clear oceansand marvellous sea life. If you’re more keen to relax or enjoy some rays, treat yourself to beach massages, catered food and drink, relaxing 
glass-bottomed boat tours, and the services of the Senekai Day Spa. 

The package begins at AUD$149 per person and comes with all food and drinks included along with the use of kayaks and paddleboards, snorkelling gear and glass-bottom boat turns and 
return transfers from your hotel in Nadi and Denarau. If you can’t bear to leave the beautiful island at the end of the, pre-arranged accommodation is available in one of the beach bures for 
groups of up to six. 

If an evening getaway is more your cup of tea, a cruise aboard the Fiji One for Captain Cook Cruises’ Sunset Dinner Cruise would be a winner. Enjoy a delicious fresh barbecue prepared by 
local chefs as you enjoy your complimentary welcome drink and take in the breathtaking views. The sample includes a range of freshly barbecued meats and vegetables accompanied by 
refreshing salads, followed your choice of delicious desserts. For an additional fee a full lobster can be added to your main course.

Including transfers from hotels in Nadi or Denarau, the Sunset Dinner Cruise starts at AUD$160 and departs at 5.30pm from Tuesday to Sunday from October through to May, and from 
5pm the rest of the year. For additional information or to book online visit captaincookcruisesfiji.com

@ Captain Cook Cruises

Cruising the day away with Captain Cook Cruises

Tivua Island & Spirit 
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Fiji

A World First:  
Malamala Beach Club
Hopping off the boat at Malamala Island, you’re immediately immersed in the fun, vibrant 
atmosphere of Malamala Beach Club – perhaps the world’s first beach club located 
on its very own exclusive island. The beach club is a short, cruisy boat ride from Port 
Denarau. Surrounded by Fiji’s crystal-clear waters, its ready to cater to your every whim! 

Secure yourself a day pass and explore the island. Whether it be relaxing on the white 
sand beaches, cooling off in the resort-style infinity pool or soaking up the sun on a deck 
chair, you’re absolutely spoilt for choice. Or if you’re after a bit of seclusion, treat yourself 
to one of the 10 private beach-side cabanas with your own butler, who will keep the food 
and drink flowing. 

The surrounding reef, with striking colourful coral and tropical sea life, is exceptional for 
snorkelling and with complimentary non-motorised water sports available all day, you’re 
never short of things to do. 

Then of course, there’s the club and bar. The a-la-carte menu and kitchen, led by award-
winning Australian chef Lance Seeto, offers a delicious variety of fare, from refreshing 
light bites and sharing platters to delicious Pacific-inspired dishes. You can’t look past 
the Mochiko Fried Chicken, served with pickled ginger and roasted sesame paste, or 
the scrumptious Kokokado Koko Bowl, comprised of citrus-cured local fish, sea grapes, 
ferns and smoked coconut milk. Lance Seeto sources all his produce locally in Fiji and 
has it delivered to the island every morning. Meaning you’ll be enjoying the best of fresh 
local produce. 

Quench your thirst with the comprehensive offering of fine wines, beers and ciders and 
enticing cocktails. Inspired by a local urban legend, the Naked Lady is a tantalising mix of 
ginger beer, lemon, lychees, Bombay Sapphire gin and a spiced butterfly pea tincture. Or 
treat your taste buds to Fiji’s prized medicinal fruit, the noni, with a sip of the Elixir of Life: 
Ketel One Vodka, fresh mint, lemon, passionfruit and noni syrup give this cocktail its edge.

Whether you’re after a romantic getaway or a fun-filled day with friends, you’re 
guaranteed a once in a-lifetime-experience with a visit to Malamala Beach Club.

Beach club transfers from Nadi, Denarau, Coral Coast, Natadola, Momi Bay and Sonaisali 
with South Sea Cruises operate daily. If you’re keen to go back for more, the club offers 
discounts on passes that are purchased within seven days of the original pass. 

THE WORLD’S FIRST ISLAND BEACH CLUB
Surrounded by Fiji’s famous crystal clear waters, Malamala Beach Club introduces you to the world’s first beach club  

located on its very own island, just 25 minutes from Port Denarau. 

Book a beach club day pass and enjoy white sand beaches, private cabanas, a resort style infinity edge pool 
and views across the Mamanucas from Fiji’s best located island. 

Malamala Beach Club offers a delicious a-la-carte menu from light bites to tame your craving or pacific inspired meals and shared platters,  
an array of hand crafted cocktails and a club like atmosphere with laid back tunes mixed all day long.

Visit
Your Local Travel Agent

Call
+679 675 0500



NANUKU AUBERGE RESORT
Nature’s playground...wildly civilized!

Nanuku Auberge Resort, Fiji
NZ 0800 480 248
AUS 1800 791 501 
nanuku.reservation@aubergeresorts.com 
nanuku.aubergeresorts.com

Built on a 550-acre richly verdant private estate with a three kilometre long sandy beach on the main Island of Viti Levu within minutes 
of Pacific Harbour, Nanuku Auberge Resort offers so much more than ‘just’ another beach resort. This luxury all villa resort offers a 
truly luxury outer Island experience in the heart of Pacific Harbour aka Fiji’s Adventure Capital. Nearby activities include world-famous 
cage-less bull shark diving, Terra trekking, white water rafting, waterfall hikes, skydiving, ECO adventure parks, world-class sports 
fishing, surfing and more. Originally built as private homes, all of the resort’s  37 suites, villas and residences are very spacious and built 
in contemporary style with a generous nod towards traditional Fijian architecture.
Nanuku Auberge Resort also owns a nearby two-acre large very private Island, suitable for rustic overnights and truly romantic 
weddings. Guests can easily ‘unplug’ and are encouraged to engage in soulful and grounded local experiences with a strong focus on the 
rich Fijian culture. The perfect venue for the most romantic of weddings and honeymoons, the ideal place where multi-generational 
travellers have time to reconnect as families, on resort activities at this spectacular venue are legion.
Award-winning dining, a state of the art spa and wellness centre, tree-top dining, movies under the stars with everything tied into 
unforgettable, hallmarked  levels of service underlined with the truest of Fijian hospitality. Just a short 25-minute plane or helicopter 
flight from Nadi, Nanuku Auberge Resort can also be easily reached by land transfer on a 24/7basis.
Nanuku Auberge Resort is a proud recipient Winner of the Conde Nast Traveler’s Choice 2017 Award as one of ‘Top 20 Resorts in 
Australia and South Pacific’. 
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Koro – Hilton Fiji's adults only sanctuary
The Hilton Fiji Beach Resort and Spa has been one of the standout properties on Denarau Island for quite some time. It has always catered to a cross-section of guests, with both 
families and couples enjoying the facilities and activities on offer. But with the opening of the ‘Koro’ adults-only complex, the resort has broadened its offer even further. 

Koro at Hilton Fiji Beach Resort and Spa takes the property’s high level of service and luxury to create a sanctuary where grown-ups can kick back without a child in sight (or sound). 
Entry to Koro is complimentary to all Hilton guests – the only rule is you have to be 18 years or over. Lying poolside (there are two pools to choose from) is obviously the most 
popular activity, but there is also a gym for the fitness buffs, and a spa for those in need of pampering. 

There are plenty of quality food and beverage options too. Koro serves up a delicious buffet breakfast, and during the day you can pick and choose from a selection of delectable 
shared plates. And drinks? The bar team have created a range of thoroughly satisfying cocktails to complement the long list of beer, wine and bubbles. All in all, Koro at Hilton Fiji 
Beach Resort and Spa is a fine addition to what was already a quality Denarau complex and it will no doubt be well-received by grown-ups in search of a sanctuary. 

Fiji



Fiji's No.1 

Family Resort
Getaway and treat your family to a holiday in paradise. 

Splash away in one of our four heated pools, including a white-water 
tunnel slide. Enjoy time to relax and rejuvenate while your children are 

safely entertained by the Blu Banana Kids Club.

Book a family holiday and enjoy resort benefits such as: 
Super buffet breakfast for the family* 

Free high speed, wireless internet 
Unlimited kids club access or three hours of baby sitting daily

Create family memories
ALWAYS GUARANTEED BEST DEALS OR 

GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY

Radisson Blu Resort Fiji
Resort Drive, Denarau Island, Fiji 

+679 675 6677 | reservations@radissonfiji.com | radisson.com/fiji

Please enquire  for best available rates
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Fiji’s first and only authentic over-water bures.
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Luxury. A special place in a magical location for adults only. Proudly Fijian owned and traditionally 
designed amidst a pristine and protected natural environment, surrounded by azure ocean. 

Stay 7 nights and receive free helicopter, seaplane or private speedboat transfers*. 
Or between November and March, stay 5 nights and receive a sixth night FREE. 

NZ pricing of $665pp* per night including all meals.
*Conditions apply. Approx rates only – check daily FOREX rates.

For reservations and information visit 
www.likulikulagoon.com 
or Telephone +(679) 672 0978  
Email: likulikures1@ahuraresorts.com

Malolo Island Resort is about a bure near the beach, 
surrounded by the world’s friendliest people with a 
living and authentic culture. Perfect for families and 
couples alike, you can fill your day with a myriad of 
activities or simply unwind and do nothing at all.

Year round choose from F$200 resort credits, Kids Eat 
FREE with 5 night stays, or between November and 
March, stay 5 nights and receive 1 extra night FREE! 

Malolo. This is the way the world should be.
T +679 672 0978 | malolores1@ahuraresorts.com 
www.maloloisland.com

Be free 
at Malolo!

For reservations and information 
visit www.maloloisland.com

*Conditions apply. 
Approx rates only – check daily FOREX rates. A

H
U

15
9

6
–H

P
H 255NZ

per person per night

Fiji
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Radisson Blu 
reaches 5000
TripAdvisor has often recognised Radisson Blu Resort as a fantastic family getaway. 
And recently, the resort added yet another milestone for being the first and only resort 
in Fiji to have reached the 5000 mark in review numbers on TripAdvisor. 

“With 5000 honest reviews from our valued guests, it is the highest number of reviews 
received by any hotel in Fiji. It has been an amazing five years for the Radisson Blu 
Resort Fiji family and I would like to thank our incredible team for their passion, 
achieving such high ratings on TripAdvisor is something we have all worked hard for”, 
says Gerard Knight, General Manager of the Radisson Blu Fiji Resort. 

Fiji

Relax with resort 
check-in
Passengers flying with Fiji Airways now have access to in-resort check-in to Nadi Airport at 
the Sheraton and Sofitel resorts in Denarau. This allows passengers to have more down-time 
before having to head to the airport. Fiji Airways’ New Zealand Regional Manager Mohan 
Chandra says once travellers check their bags in at the hotels, they’ll receive a text message to 
notify when their luggage has been loaded onto the plane. 

Additionally, the new Fiji Airways Lounge in Nadi is set to open early in December, with 
opportunities for famils available to New Zealand travel trade wishing to view it. With a capacity 
for 200 people, the new lounge features a live cooking station, a children’s area and quiet area 
for travellers who need quite space to work.  

Ahura Resorts 
welcome rare guests
Likuliku Lagoon Resort and Malolo Island Resort have welcomed some new arrivals 
of a very different kind. And they’ll be staying for good! Ahura Resorts announced the 
arrival of their first Fijian Crested Iguana babies bred in captivity. ‘Since they are too tiny 
for some of their physical features to develop, we haven’t named, tagged or identified 
the sex yet. It will be a few more months before we are able to do all that,” said proud 
step-dad Sia Rasalato, Group Environment Manager for Ahura Resorts. Guests are 
able to see these cute new family members when they visit the Iguana Sanctuary at 
Likuliku Lagoon Resort.

“Our aim is to not only minimise our footprint and impact on the extraordinary nature 
that surrounds us but also, through a range of activities, programs and initiatives, 
improve and enhance the environment for imperilled species for future generations. 
The significant work we have done to date with these rare iguanas can now be 
celebrated via this recent breeding success,” says Steve Anstey, Ahura Resorts, Group 
General Manager. Well done Ahura, keep up the good work.
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Nadi Airport: 672 0410   
www.freefallfiji.com

Island Hoppers Resort Express 
Service offers seamless transfers 
from Nadi Airport or Denarau to the 
Mamanuca Island Resorts, Coral 
Coast, Pacific Harbour, Savusavu, 
Taveuni, Yasawas and beyond. 

Our 20 or 30 minute Scenic Flights 
are a great way to see a different 
view of Fiji over lush rain forests 
through the mountain highlands or 
over the beautiful islands.

SCENIC FLIGHTS AND   
ISLAND TRANSFERS

Island Hoppers –  

Free Fall Fiji  

Sky Diving

reservations@crusoesretreat.com 
manager@crusoesretreat.com   www.crusoesretreat.com

Located on Fiji’s famous Coral Coast, and nestled amongst 
lush tropical gardens and fronting a palm-fringed sandy beach 
and stunning lagoon, Crusoe’s Retreat is a friendly, intimate, 
traditional Fijian Beach Resort. Featuring only 28 Fijian-inspired 
Bures, Crusoe’s truly embodies all that is wonderful about the 
Fiji Islands: world-famous hospitality, an unhurried pace, fresh 
island cuisine, lots of complimentary activities, sunset 
weddings, romantic honeymoons, and a dedication to local 
culture and traditions. Crusoe’s Retreat truly is Fiji.

Bringing a world  
of wines to Fiji
“We love it, we drink it, we sell it” is the Victoria Wines tagline and it reflects the 
humour and passion of this local wine business. As Fiji’s only dedicated wine importer 
and distributor, the boutique business has developed an extensive range of wines from 
all the key wine growing regions in the world. 

You can discover this by visiting their retail shops at either Denarau Marina or Damodar 
City in Suva. And if you don’t have time (or would rather be busy relaxing poolside), 
you can simply order and pay online before you arrive, and Victoria Wines will make 
sure it’s waiting for you at your resort when you arrive. Now that’s service.

Fiji
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New Caledonia

Share our New Caledonia fl ying Aircalin

aircalin.com

#NewCaledoniaRomance
Romantic getaway in French Pacifi c Paradise

Hotel Le Lagon the 
place to rejuvenate
Convenient to all the activities around Anse Vata and Baie des Citrons, Hotel Le Lagon 
also happens to be a wonderful place to relax and rejuvenate. Aside from their air-
conditioned fitness centre (complete with personal trainer), they also offer a heated 
swimming pool with sunny terrace, sunbeds, and a spa pool and a sauna. Plus, right 
at the heart of Hotel Le Lagon, lies a fantastic beauty salon and spa, where guests can 
enjoy a wide range of beauty treatments. 

They have some luscious signature treatments, including the hot shell massage. Plus 
they have two whirlpool baths where guests can enjoy balneotherapy: a super relaxing 
treatment designed to help you unwind, loosening up your muscles through the 
massaging effect of the powerful water jets in the whirlpool baths! Sounds like bliss.  

New Caledonia  
sings a new tune
New Caledonia Tourism (NCT) is singing a different tune with the launch of a new 
destination marketing campaign, Sounds of New Caledonia, in collaboration with 
Triple J feature artists and Laneway Festival favourites, Crooked Colours. Regarded 
as one of Australia’s rising musical acts in the electronic scene, Crooked Colours 
were tasked with combining their musical talents and passion for travel to record 
two bespoke audio tracks that emulate their recent adventures in the South Pacific 
paradise, New Caledonia. 

NCT Director Australia, Caroline Brunel, says the campaign has taken a new direction 
for the tourism board, but one that is necessary to attract a fresh wave of New Zealand 
travellers. 

To listen to the tracks and view the video go to www.newcaledonia.travel/nz/sounds

Aircalin and Air Vanuatu 
sign codeshare
Aircalin and Air Vanuatu have signed a codeshare agreement that allows the two airlines to 
jointly offer six flights a week between Noumea and Port Vila. From November 1, customers 
will now be able to purchase tickets on Air Vanuatu and travel from January 1 2018, on a 
flight operated by Aircalin and vice-versa on Aircalin. 

All flights between Port-Vila and Noumea are code-shared, which means Aircalin will have 
SB code on all four flights operated by Air Vanuatu and Air Vanuatu will put its NF code 
on the two flights operated by Aircalin. From a passenger point of view that means better 
connectivity to/from outer ports in Vanuatu, and especially Santo and Tanna.
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Cook Islands

Make Ikurangi your own
In its lush jungle setting, Ikurangi Eco Retreat is the ideal place to bring a group to unwind 
and reset. Depending on your requirements, the award-winning property could be a 
backdrop for business retreats, yoga and wellness holidays and art workshops. Sleeping 
up to 12 guests in six rooms, your group will love their time away from the "real world". 
Healthy, tropical breakfast served to your room each morning, quiet, private setting and a 
truly authentic cultural experience let Ikurangi host your group getaway. 

They are able to offer bespoke packages for groups, conferences, wedding parties and 
more. And they welcome yoga instructors, working groups and artists bringing groups 
to Rarotonga who want exclusive use of our property. 

For more information go to www.ikurangi.com

www.tamanubeach.com 

Gaze the gardens at 
Pacific Resort Rarotonga
Rarotonga’s lush tropical climate lends itself to some magnificent gardens. And at Pacific 
Resort Rarotonga, they’re helping horticultural minded guests make the most of it. The 
resort has set up a self-guided garden tour, where guests can explore and learn more about 
culturally significant flora such as Iron Wood, Pandanus, Wild Hibiscus and Candelnut. All of 
which can be found within the resort’s very own manicured grounds.

Welcome to Palm Grove, your private piece of paradise!
Beachfront and garden bungalows

Onsite restaurant and bar
Personal wedding co-ordinator

Rarotonga’s quiet southern coast

PO Box 23, Rarotonga, Cook Islands  p:+682 20002  
e: beach@palmgrove.co.ck  www.palmgrove.net
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Cook Islands

When you become a  
Pacific Pearl with PRHG it’s 
easy to impress your clients 

while earning extra benefits for 
yourself. Become a member by 
making a PRHG booking and 
advise us by completing our 

VIP submission form. For more 
information and on how to 

register or submit bookings visit  
pacificresort.com/my-account. 

T H E WOR L DS  
BE ST K E P T SE C R ET 

pacificresort.com

Pacific Pearls
Preferred Retail Partners

Palm Grove gets its food 
groove on 
Sitting on Rarotonga’s southern coast, about halfway between the airport and Muri Lagoon, Palm 
Grove is a peaceful, boutique property where relaxation is guaranteed. The resort’s Yellow Hibiscus 
open-air restaurant is also gaining a reputation as a dining destination and is open to in-house 
guests and any visitors. 

Locally trained chef, Tuai Rangi sets the standard in the kitchen, which is open 365 days a year for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. On Tuesday, Friday and Sunday, diners can enjoy live music, and on 
Sunday the restaurant hosts a very popular barbecue evening. On top of all that, the Yellow Hibiscus 
can host private wedding receptions for up to 35 people. If you’re driving along the southern coast, 
make sure you pop in and enjoy the cuisine on offer.

Edgewater Resort 
sets up self-famil
There is no better way to learn about a product, than to go there and 
experience it for yourself. For those in travel trade that specialise in meetings, 
conferences and weddings, Edgewater Resort and Spa in Rarotonga is 
offering the opportunity to do just that. Their self-famil offer includes a 
personal meet and greet at the Rarotonga Airport, private transfers, express 
VIP check in and 3 nights accommodation in a Beachfront Suite with daily 
tropical breakfasts.

They also have a whole host of activities included such as a hosted dinner 
with the Edgewater Resort events team, cultural island night dinner and show 
(Tuesday or Saturday) and a private half day island circle tour. And the price 
for all this and more? Just $180 for you and your travel companion. Terms 
and conditions do apply. 

For more information contact Wendy Fisher – wendy.fisher@edgewater.co.ck
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Niue

Niue establishes 
marine protected area
Niue is to establish a Marine Protected Area (MPA) covering 40 percent of the island’s 
ocean territory, which amounts to a massive 127,000 square kilometres. The area 
includes much of the waters around Niue itself as well as nearby Beveridge Reef, an 
uninhabited, semi-submerged atoll that has the largest density of grey reef sharks 
in the world. The MPA formation is part of the Niue Ocean Wide (NOW) project, an 
initiative by the Niuean community to manage the island’s resources through a unique 
public-private partnership between the Niuean Government and a local non-profit 
organisation Tofia Niue. The announcement drew praise from National Geographic 
whose Pristine Seas operation took researchers and conservationists to the island 
last September, where they mapped the area including Beveridge Reef as one of 17 
pristine natural sites in the world.

Savour Niue a 
huge success
More than 50 participants ate, drank and foraged their way through Niue during Savour Niue 
recently, with award-winning restaurateur Peter Gordon. The food extravaganza featured Peter’s 
signature fusion cuisine prepared by the world-renowned chef and his team incorporating 
fresh local herbs and produce. The five-day event also showcased the island’s local produce, 
with tours to the lush hydroponic operation, Niue Fresh, a local vanilla farm, village garden and 
the opportunity to learn more about Niue’s honey in the middle of the majestic Huvalu forest. 
Guests were also treated to an authentic Niuean village feast at the village of Hakupu. The sold-
out event was a huge success and plans for a 2018 food event are already underway.

Rescue boat 
gifted to Niue
A brand new, dedicated search and rescue boat has been launched in Niue as part 
of Constitution celebrations. The $367,000, 8.3 metre vessel was donated by New 
Zealand as part of the Pacific Maritime Safety Programme, and is a great asset for the 
island nation.

It gives Niue the ability to respond immediately to marine search and rescue incidents.

Find out why some of the best chefs in 
the world are choosing to visit Niue.  
www.niueisland.com

Real Niue.Real fresh,

Niue celebrates independence
Last month the 43rd Constitutional celebration was held, honouring 43 years of independence. Among the festivities 
were the annual flag-raising ceremony, national showday and vaka and raft races. This year’s event was attended by 
diplomats from Switzerland, Turkey and Japan.
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Niue

BEST RATE GUARANTEE      at scenichotelgroup.co.nz  |  0800 NZ OWNED (69 69 63)

WHALE & DOLPHIN WATCHING 
A truly magical experience

FISHING & DIVING  
Crystal clear paradise water, make this a must

SUNSETS FROM THE COCKTAIL BAR  
Come visit during Happy Hour at Scenic Matavai Resort

NIUE’S MANY BEACHES & ROCK POOLS
Limu, Tamakautoga, & Hio to name a few

THEMED DINING NIGHTS AT SCENIC MATAVAI RESORT  
Complete with fire dancing, cultural music, & local foods

STUNNING CAVES AND SWIMMING HOLES 
Explore Avaiki, Hikutavake, & Pahaha

PLAY MINI GOLF WITH AN AMAZING VIEW 
Then try the best cake & coffee on Niue at the Vaiolama café

GREAT LAND & SEASCAPES 
Short walks into the Talava Arches & Togo Chasm

VISIT LOCAL ARTISAN CRAFT-MAKERS & ARTISTS  
A unique souvenir opportunity for sure

TRY THE BEST CASUAL CAFES 
Hio, Washaway, & Kai ika

#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 
#9 
#10 

Niue aims for 
environmental respect 
Niue has launched a Responsible Tourism Policy, complemented by Tourism Business 
and Visitor Codes of Conduct, to help preserve its largely unspoilt natural attractions. 
Developed in conjunction with the Niue government, the guidelines mark a growing 
awareness among visitors of the need to respect and protect the environments they 
visit, including Niue's forests and reefs, and make sustainable choices, which contribute 
to the conservation of our environment. The Codes of Conduct are a guide for both 
tourism operators and visitors on how they can meet the requirements of responsible 
tourism – respecting the local people and environment and contributing to Niue’s 
sustainable economic development.

The Wine, the 
Artist and Niue
Niue is excited to announce their very own limited edition wine blend, in partnership 
with internationally-awarded Invivo Wines. Named Moui, the sauvignon blanc was 
blended by a guest panel at last year’s Kai Niue food festival. Internationally acclaimed 
Niuean artist John Pule’s artwork features on the label, depicting two people planting 
a coconut. The wine is only available for purchase on island, but with just 1000 bottles 
produced, it won’t be around for much longer!
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Queensland

Revived river boat 
relaunched for island life
A vintage river boat rescued from the scrap yard and carefully restored is set to sail 
again as a day tripper to Couran Cove. MV The Entertainer, a 27 metre wooden 
cruiser built in 1985, was first launched as a spectator vessel in Fremantle for the 
1987 America’s Cup. Operations manager for Couran Cove Island Resort, Steve 
Gibbs, said the vessel had been destined for the scrap heap when he spotted it for 
sale earlier this year. 

“It had been out of the water for three months and it was touch and go as to whether 
we would restore it,” he said. “It took seven months of work but it was so worth it. 
She’s a bloody icon, she’s a part of Gold Coast history and hopefully always will be.”

Couran Cove Island Resort’s CEO, Matt Parsons, said the MV Entertainer would be 
the flagship of the island’s fleet. “We’re now offering day cruises from Mariner’s Cove, 
sunset cruises for island guests, and of course it’s on offer for private charters and 
weddings as well,” he said.

Relax and reboot at 
Lizard Island
Lizard Island has introduced a new healthy lifestyle offering, encouraging guests to 
reboot their wellness routine. The luxury resort’s Healthy Lifestyle package allows 
visitors to stay active, eat well and detox from the digital world – offering everything 
from a myriad of active outings to gourmet healthy meals to ensure a holistic 
approach to healthy living. When coupled with the brilliant backdrop of one of the 
most pristine natural environments in the world, utter relaxation is promised to guests 
to the northernmost resort on the Great Barrier Reef. Guests who choose to take 
advantage of the Healthy Lifestyle package are offered a number of wellness options 
including meditation, yoga or pilates classes, along with 24-hour gym access, and 
complimentary use of clear-view kayaks and standup paddleboards during their stay. 
For those looking to get back in touch with nature, breathtaking trails and walks 
are easily accessible to guests to explore the island’s unique flora and fauna, not to 
mention Lizard Island’s 24 secluded beaches – all a stone’s throw away from your 
doorstep. As part of the Healthy Lifestyle package, guests also receive a $250 voucher 
per room to be used at Lizard Island’s Essentia Day Spa. Bliss!

Tangalooma Donates 
$7500 To Kids Cancer
On the back of a record-breaking whale-watching season at Tangalooma Island Resort, the 
team came together to bid farewell to the magnificent marine giants presenting the Kids’ 
Cancer Project with a donation of $7500. For the second year running, Tangalooma Island 
Resort partnered with The Kids’ Cancer Project, donating $5 for every whale sighted from 
Tangalooma’s whale-watching vessel, the Tangalooma Jet. 

During the 2017 season there were a total of 1203 whales sighted over 101 trips, with the 
remaining funds coming from voluntary customer donations. To date Tangalooma has donated 
$28,985 to The Kids Cancer Project. This money has made a significant difference, enabling us 
to invest more resources into the 24 scientific studies we have been carrying out nation-wide 
over the past two years.

Lady Elliot sets an 
eco example
When you sit on one of the world’s most delicate natural locations, you take environmental 
responsibility very seriously. Such is the case with Lady Elliot Island Eco Resort on the Great 
Barrier Reef. On Lady Elliot Island, all of their eco initiatives are implemented to ensure the 
protection and preservation of the surroundings. For example, the resort is currently operating 
on 80 percent renewable energy with a total of 472 solar panels (1.14Kwh) and their goal is 
to be 100 percent renewable by 2020. Their renewable energy journey began in 2008 with 
Australia's first "Solar Hybrid Power Station". 

The resort has reduced its diesel fuel burn from 550 litres per day to less than 70 litres per day. 
The resort has also placed a ban on plastic water bottles and plastic straws. And they have 
planted over 4000 trees as part of their "re-Greening" programme. What a fine example they 
are setting.
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Tonga

3-DAY 
TONGAN  
EXPERIENCE 
Superior Rooms & Breakfast for 2 
Relax in the comfort of spacious 
rooms, enjoy great breakfasts, and feel 
welcome with friendly Island service.
Ancient Tonga Experience 
Get involved and make traditional 
cloth, food, and explore the native 
medicinal plants. 
Island Tiki Tour (3-4hrs) 
Exclusive to Scenic Hotel Tonga, 
explore the history of Tonga through 
the Terraced Tombs, Captain Cook’s 
landing, and discover other amazing 
natural sights.  
Ohoei Dinner & Show 
Enjoy a generous serving of delicious 
and authentic food while being 
entertained with a traditional dance.

$289* NZD 
PN 

2 PEOPLE FOR JUST

BEST RATE GUARANTEE      at scenichotelgroup.co.nz  |  0800 NZ OWNED (69 69 63)

Book period: 1 NOV 2017 - 31 DEC 2017  Stay period: 30 NOV 2017 - 1 FEB 2018 *T&C apply, please see online for more details.

Couples escape 
Vava’u style
If you’re a couple looking for an out-of-the-way escape, Tonga has some great 
options – such as the Tongan Beach Resort. Located in the stunning Vava’u Island 
group, the Tongan Beach Resort offers couples a superbly laid back atmosphere in a 
sweeping beachfront location (180 metres of beachfront, to be exact). 

It’s boutique, with 12 tidy guest rooms that are all just a few metres from the water’s 
edge. The resort can also organise a special honeymoon excursion – dropping a 
couple on a private island for a day of exploration, relaxation and packed picnic lunch. 
In a nutshell, it’s a very idyllic escape.

Sky high spectacular
The South Pacific islands are home to a number of spectacular blowholes, but 
some of the most impressive are Mapu’a ‘a Vaea (Chief’s Whistles) on the island of 
Tongatapu. Sitting on the southern coast, near the village of Houma, the blowholes 
can shoot plumes of sea spray up to 30 metres high in the right conditions. If you 
can pick a day with a strong swell running you’ll be able to witness this spectacular 
display of nature’s power! 
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Hawai’i 

Easy way to 
explore history
Bishop Museum now offers a convenient and affordable way for visitors to travel between 
Waikīkī and Hawai‘i’s principal museum of the Pacific. 

An open-air trolley stops at various Waikīkī locations, offering transportation to and from 
Bishop Museum for just US$7 per person roundtrip. 

Experiencing Hawai‘i’s cultural heritage and natural history is easier than ever. With five 
different pickup locations, visitors can now soak in Oahu’s stunning paradise scenery as 
they cruise through Waikīkī and make their way to Honolulu’s premier cultural institution. 
The new transportation service offers daily stops at Ala Moana Hotel, Ilikai Hotel Flagpole, 
DFS Galleria, Sheraton Aloha Landing, and Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel. 

Museum tickets for trolley transportation can be purchased with Bishop Museum 
admission at bishopmuseum.org/shuttle. 

© Aqua-Aston Hospitality

Lotus Honolulu 
caters for the kids
If you’re taking the whole family to Hawaii, consider The Lotus Honolulu at Diamond 
Head, just a few minutes from Waikīkī Beach. This fantastic family-friendly property 
provides an assortment of goodies for children of all age groups. Infants receive a  
new Infant Amenity Package complete with infant-safe sunscreen, fragrance-free,  
all-natural baby bath products, and a squeezable baby whale! 

Children aged 12 and under receive a complimentary box of crayons and a cultural 
activity book of fun and educational activities celebrating all things Hawai‘i’. Once the 
book is completed, children can exchange it for a souvenir gift. 

The property also offers complimentary souvenir boxes decorated with the child’s 
choice of flowers or Hawaiian fish. Onsite or at the beach, kids can choose from a 
selection of grab-and-go inflatable fish toys, beach balls and slippers for water play, 
and complimentary beach bags with a pair of children’s sunglasses. All in all, it’s a  
kid's paradise.
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Hawai’i 

Alohilani set for 
December opening
The former Pacific Beach Hotel is about the relaunch as Alohilani Resort Waikiki after 
a US$115 million redevelopment. No stone has gone unturned. The resort will position 
itself as one of Hawaii’s newest urban destination resorts – the aim, to be a modern and 
tranquil oasis in the heart of bustling Waikiki. Every one of the 839 all-new guest rooms 
and suites will offer stunning views of Diamond Head or the city. 

Renowned chef Masaharu Morimoto will guide the dining experiences, which includes 
his signature Morimoto Asia Waikiki restaurant, and the casual Momosan Waikiki, which 
is all about noodles, small plates and sake! Add in a first-class spa, rooftop swimming 
pool and two full-size tennis courts, and you have everything you could possibly want, 
right in the heart of Waikiki.  

Maui duo recognised  
by Conde Nast
Condé Nast Traveler has announced the results of its 30th annual Readers’ Choice 
Awards with Kaanapali Beach Hotel recognised as the #4 hotel and its sister property, 
The Plantation Inn, as the #2 in the Top 12 Hotels in Hawaii category. Only three Maui 
properties received this top ranking in the hotel category.

“We are honored to receive this accolade from the readers of Conde Nast Traveler for 
Kaanapali Beach Hotel and The Plantation Inn,” said General Manager Mike White.  

“These awards are a huge achievement and even more special as this is the first time 
The Plantation has been noted. This is a testament to our tireless staff who work hard 
every day to ensure both properties convey the spirit of aloha to our guests.”

Rebrand set for Holiday Inn Waikiki
Outrigger Hotels and Resorts have announced plans to renovate and rebrand their owned and managed Holiday Inn Resort Waikiki Beachcomber to an Outrigger-branded property: 
Waikiki Beachcomber by Outrigger, as of February 1, 2018. Celebrating its 70th anniversary this year, the transition highlights Outrigger’s commitment to increasing and enhancing its 
brand portfolio.

The President and Chief Executive of Outrigger Hotels and Resorts, Scott Dalecio, says the rebranded property will be “an upscale, urban oasis with a modern Hawaiian elegance that is 
inspired by the hotel’s ocean views and surrounding natural environment.”

Just steps from Waikiki Beach, the rebranded property will feature contemporary Hawaiian-inspired design and complete renovations to the guest rooms, pool deck and public spaces, 
ushering in a new chapter of this cosmopolitan retreat. 

Alongside the aesthetic update and enhanced arrival experience, the hotel will feature the latest in-room technology and embrace contemporary environmental considerations. An all-new 
meeting space will also be added, ideal for professionals and groups working in paradise. Renovations will be completed in phases for minimal guest disruption. 
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Solomon Islands  
Visitors Bureau
Tel: + 677 22442 
E: info@sivb.com.sb
www.visitsolomons.com.sb
FB: www.facebook.com/ 
visitsolomonislands

Seek the unexplored

Solomon Islands

Our Pacific Tavanipupu 
Island Resort Special
Offering a great opportunity to stay in the place chosen by Prince William and the 
Duchess of Cambridge during their 2012 South Pacific tour, Our Pacific has released 
a six-night package at the luxury resort with a bonus two nights (pre and post 
Tavanipupu) staying at the Heritage Park Hotel in Honiara – where Wills and Kate  
also stayed! 

Priced from NZD2799 per person twin-share, the offer includes all accommodation, 
return flights flying Qantas and Solomon Airlines ex-Auckland to Honiara via Brisbane, 
return domestic flights from Honiara to Marau Sound, all transfers and all meals while 
staying at Tavanipupu. 

The offer also includes a Second World War historical tour in Honiara and free wifi  
at both hotels. For conditions and more information, contact Our Pacific at  
info@ourpacific.co.nz or visit www.ourpacific.co.nz.

Hapi Isles agents crack 200 mark 
The Solomon Islands Visitors Bureau’s Hapi Isles Specialists agents’ online training programme signed up more than 200 consultants on both sides of the Tasman within weeks 
of its launch. The bureau's Chief Executive Officer, Josefa ‘Jo’ Tuamoto said the result underlined the steadily growing interest the industry is taking in the destination and 
mirrored the Solomon Islands’ steadily growing international visitation which has continued to increase year on year by some seven percent for the past four years. 

A total of 125 Australian and 85 New Zealand agents have signed up for the programme which was launched in mid-September. The programme gives key frontline sales staff 
valuable product knowledge about the Solomon Islands’ unique culture, reef and wreck diving, Second World War history, sport fishing, weddings/romantic travel, surfing and 
bird watching.
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Solomon Islands

Spotlight on Solomon 
Islands diving
Hailing the 2017 Solomon Islands Dive Festival as a major success, Solomon Islands Visitors 
Bureau Chief Executive Officer, Josefa ‘Jo’ Tuamoto has described the event as the catalyst the 
country needed to underline its rightful position as one of the very best places to experience the 
underwater world anywhere on the planet. 

“There is nowhere else in the world that can offer the quality of our coral pastures and the depth 
and variety of our marine life and this event has truly showcased our capability to deliver an 
amazing product,” Mr Tuamoto said. 

Hosted by local operators with support from the SIVB and Solomon Airlines, the festival 
combined excursions, cultural activities, photographic competitions and workshops into one 
very special event with focus given to two of the Solomon Islands’ best diving locales –  
Munda and Gizo.

A dozen good 
reasons to stay 
Sanbis Resort
Located in the heart of the Western Province, just a short 
boat ride from bustling Gizo Town, Sanbis Resort is one of 
the region’s most popular watering holes. 

Offering just six thatched bungalows, all of which have 
overwater balconies, and a huge private lodge with a 
private jetty, the resort is a popular stop for couples and 
in fact anyone passing by on a boat ,thanks to a fantastic 
overwater bar with pool table and the Solomons' only over 
-water wood-fired pizza oven which resort builder and 
owner Hans Mergozzi is incredibly proud of. 

Generally limited to 12 guests at any one time to maintain 
total exclusivity, Sanbis is the perfect venue from which to 
explore the region’s amazing culture, fish, dive and snorkel 
and even surf world-class waves at nearby Paelongi and 
Titiana. 

Note that Sanbis Resort is a "child-free zone" – sorry, no 
children under 12 years of age. For more information visit 
www.sanbisresort.com.

The Solomon Islands –  
a birdwatcher’s paradise  
Little has changed in the Solomon Islands since these richly forested mountainous 
islands and low-lying coral atolls were first discovered by Spanish explorers in 1568.  
This lack of development has helped make the islands a true South Seas birding 
paradise and home to some of the rarest and least-known birds on the planet with many 
Solomon Islands birds seen by relatively few people. 

The foremost Solomon Islands birding specialist is Cairns (Australia) based Sicklebill 
Safaris. With over 20 years’ experience Sicklebill Safaris is a specialist birding tour 
company with significant expertise in organising bird, wildlife and cultural tours for small 
groups and individuals, including many New Zealand birding enthusiasts. 

For more information contact Sicklebill Safaris via email at info@sicklebillsafaris.com or 
visit www.sicklebillsafaris.com.
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Samoa

 

Naturally beautiful Samoa    
Escape to Paradise   

W: www.returntoparadiseresort.com 
E: info@returntoparadiseresort.com 

NEW 
TWO & THREE  

BEDROOM 
FAMILY VILLAS 

OPENING EARLY 
2018 

BOOK NOW 

Seabreeze start 
agent incentive
If you have couples searching for a boutique South Pacific getaway, Seabreeze Resort 
in Samoa is a fantastic adults-only option. And now there’s even more incentive 
to book. Agents who book clients to stay at Seabreeze Resort Samoa between 
November 01, 2017 and March 31, 2019, can enter the draw to win a fantastic 
holiday of a lifetime to Seabreeze. The incentive runs until May 14, 2018. Agents and 
wholesalers will be updated each week with news and what exciting things have been 
added to the prize via a weekly newsletter. To subscribe to the newsletter and to enter 
the competition, simply email chris@travreps.com.au and let her know every time a 
Seabreeze booking has been made and you will be entered into the draw.

Sinalei launches 
complimentary 
experiences
For a limited time only, Sinalei Reef Resort and Spa is offering every guest the choice of 
a guided village bike safari, 30-minute reflexology treatment or a two-hour guided kayak 
expedition with up to 25 percent discount for bookings of 5 nights of more. Alongside 
the choice of complimentary experiences on offer, guests can also experience the art of 
kava drinking, umu cooking and story-telling from our local staff, a refreshing dip in the 
fresh water spring, deep sea fishing, sunset cooking class, visit to the local village, Apia 
shopping tour, waterfall visits and so much more. 

“We want to showcase to our guests that we are more than deluxe accommodation, 
white sand beaches and high-end service. It’s all about disconnecting and experiencing 
the real Samoa,” says Nelson Annandale, Director of Sales and Marketing at Sinalei. 

Le Lagoto adds  
VIP luxuries
Le Lagoto Resort and Spa is the ultimate one-stop relaxation spot on Savai’i, and right 
now they are making their guest experience even more enticing. Le Lagoto Resort and 
Spa are offering guests an array of complimentary VIP luxuries for anyone staying at 
the resort before March 31, 2018. This includes a 15-minute relaxation massage in the 
outdoor, ocean-facing spa, followed by a signature resort cocktail per person at sunset. 
On top of this – the resort’s delicious daily tropical breakfast is discounted by 30 percent.
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Miss American Samoa 
Crowned
Twenty-three-year old Matauaina To'omalatai was last month crowned Miss American Samoa 2017-
2018 in front of a packed Rex Lee Auditorium in Utulei. Born in the village of Onenoa, Matauaina is 
currently studying nursing at the University of Hawaii and after graduating, she wants to specialise in 
the treatment and care of diabetic patients, as well as raising awareness and education of the disease. 

Matauaina now joins the staff at the American Samoa Visitors Bureau for the duration of her reign 
and begins preparations to compete at the Miss Pacific Islands Pageant to be held in Nadi, Fiji from 
December 1-9, 2017. 

New American Samoa Entry 
Permit Waiver Programme
The American Samoa government, Office of the Attorney General has put in place new 
processes effective immediately under the American Samoa Entry Permit Waiver Programme 
(EPWP) allowing citizens of selected countries to travel to American Samoa without obtaining an 
Entry Permit for stays of 30 days or less for tourism and business purposes. 

To qualify for the entry under the EPWP, a traveller must provide: a non-expired machine 
readable passport that must be valid for at least six months after their planned departure from 
American Samoa; a confirmed round-trip ticket to point of origin or onward passage; and a 
payment of a US$20 processing fee. 

The above documents and payment must be provided to the Office of the Attorney General or the 
Immigration Office at least 48 hours before travel. Payment may be made at the airport upon arrival. 

If the documents are in order, the Office of the Attorney General will issue an "OK to Board", 
allowing entry into American Samoa. A conditional "OK to Board" will be issued if payment is to 
be made upon arrival. Failure to pay will result in denial of entry. Upon arrival at the port of entry, 
the traveller must present a copy of the ‘OK to Board’ document to Immigration Officers. The 
email address to send the above documents to is okboard@la.as.gov. Two of those 38 selected 
countries include Australia and New Zealand.

New request for 
visitor info
New arrival and departure forms were given out to all passengers entering and departing 
American Samoa starting from October 1. The new arrival form features Immigration, 
Customs and Agriculture sections that must be completed in full, while the departure 
form provides questions to answer about your visit and stay. The new forms will also 
provide additional data for the Department of Commerce Statistics Division. 

Harvesting an 
American Samoan 
delicacy
October and November are 
highly anticipated months of 
the year for locals because of 
the Palolo harvest. Palolo is the 
edible portion of the polychaete 
worm called the epitoke, which 
lives in shallow reefs throughout 
the Pacific. This seafood delicacy 
is harvested during spawning 
when they swarm to the ocean surface at night. Due to the delicate nature of 
palolo, it is only harvested in the evening into the early hours of the morning, 
as it cannot survive the sun’s heat. Visitors are welcome to observe and 
participate. In past years, the villages of Matu’u, Faganeanea and Fatu ma Futi 
have been popular spots for locals fishing for palolo. Equipment you will need 
for this excursion will be a net (mosquito nets work really well), a cooler, and a 
flashlight. The rest of the world may have their caviar, but in American Samoa 
they have their palolo! For foodies and those looking to try unique food from 
around the world, this tasty and truly organic island delicacy is a must try!

American Samoa’s Climate 
Change Agreement
The Governor of American Samoa, Honorable Lolo M. Moliga, issued Executive Order 006-2017 on 
September 20, recognising the impact of climate change and the need for continued commitment from 
the American Samoa Government.

The order outlined the government’s need to understand, prepare for, and mitigate climate change 
impacts; and a confirmation of the government's commitment to join other like-minded states in the  
United States Climate Alliance. American Samoa is accompanied by 15 other US states and territories 
in the US Climate Alliance.

AMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOA
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Tahiti

The Brando partners with 
Intercontinental Bora Bora
As a private island escape, The Brando has set an exceptional standard. Three years 
after opening The Brando on the atoll of Tetiaroa, and after multiple requests from our 
guests and trade partners to propose a two island package that includes Bora Bora and 
Tetiaroa, the resort has announced a partnership with the InterContinental Bora Bora 
Resort & Thalasso Spa to offer our guests the luxury Bora Bora overwater experience 
they were looking for on their trip to French Polynesia, in addition to a stay at The 
Brando in Tetiaroa. This spectacular combination will provide even the most discerning 
traveller an experience to remember. In a word, amazing.

Tikehau named world’s 
best beach
The beaches of Tikehau Island have been named the best-beaches in the world in 
Condé Nast Traveler’s latest Readers’ Choice Awards. With picture perfect pink and 
white sand, and clear blue waters, they are a truly spectacular spot for snorkelling and 
scuba diving. And visitors have the option of relaxing afterwards in an overwater villa 
at the Tikehau Pearl Beach Resort. Condé Nast Traveler surveyed more than 300,000 
travellers, and Tikehau Island grabbed the top spot, accompanied by another French 
Polynesian gem, Bora Bora’s Matira Beach at spot number 14. 
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Soak up sunsets 
via solar power
Bora Bora Pearl Beach Resort & Spa is now the proud home of the 
first solar-electric deluxe catamaran in French Polynesia. Named the 
Okeanos Pearl, the catamaran was built to provide an environmental 
friendly way to explore and experience the islands’ stunning natural 
treasures, including Bora Bora’s magical sunsets. Guests will enjoy an 
unforgettable cruise into the golden hour, complete with a selection 
of rosé, white or red wine, beers or soft drinks. Zero emissions and 
heavenly surroundings, what more could you ask for?

Windstar doubles the fun
If you’ve ever been on a cruise, and come off a little frustrated because you were pressed for time at each 
stop, this is the cruise for you. Windstar’s Star Collector: Twice the Tahiti is a unique cruise that features 
twice the visits to ports, so you have double the opportunities to see and experience what you love, and 
you can do all the things you passed up during your previous stop. 

Like any Windstar cruise in Tahiti, it’s a top tropical pick among romantic couples, active divers and 
anyone in love with everything under the sun among countless blue Pacific lagoons. In a nutshell, this 
wonderful Tahitian cruise really does offer double the fun, relaxation and romance.

Tahiti Tourisme site goes live  
It’s important for businesses to keep their online presence fresh, but in the 
travel industry it’s critical. One island keeping things fresh is Tahiti. They’ve 
recently launched a brand-new site that showcases the different islands 
and experiences across French Polynesia. The new site is full of inspiring, 
informative content and will be a great resource for both travellers and the 
trade. Check it out now at www.tahititourisme.nz/en-nz
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Indulge in Bora Bora’s newest sumptuous Overwater Villas.
 

Conrad Bora Bora Nui introduces its stylish Pool and Royal Overwater Villas boasting sleek infinity plunge pools and comfortable catamaran nets.  
Lounge directly over the water, take in the stunning scenery and watch the sun go down. For added luxury, enjoy breathtaking views of the lagoon  

in the Presidential Villa - the only two-story overwater villa in the whole of the South Pacific.

BP 502 Vaitape, 98730 Bora Bora, French Polynesia  |  +689 40 86 49 00  |  reservations@hilton.pf  |  conradhotels.com
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Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu 
Tel:  +678 35600    I    Email: reservations@thehavannah.com    I    Website: www.thehavannah.com 

Exclusively for adults and     
located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu
Tel: +678 35600 I Email: reservations@thehavannah.com I www.thehavannah.com
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located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu 
Tel:  +678 35600    I    Email: reservations@thehavannah.com    I    Website: www.thehavannah.com 

Exclusively for adults and     
located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Stunning tropical location

Vanuatu

A new look for 
Warwick Le Lagon
Warwick Le Lagon-Vanuatu has announced a series of upgrades to its overwater jetty and 
selected rooms. Introducing a fresh new look in five Lagoon View Superior Rooms, General 
Manager Ali Serhan is excited at the changes being made to the 142-room resort. 

“Designed for both couples and large families, the five newly refurbished rooms 
interconnect with a variety of bedding configurations,” says Serhan.

The resort is also upgrading four Overwater Villas, expanding its Luxury Collection. 
Ideal for honeymooners or romantic getaways, the Luxury Collection features opulent 
accommodation options with a number of villas offering private pools. A guest staying in a 
Luxury Collection villa can expect personalised service with a host of inclusions, including 
complimentary sunset cocktails and canapés.  

The resort is Vanuatu’s leading resort, recently winning Vanuatu’s Best Resort in the 
Vanuatu Tourism Awards for Excellence, as well as the number one family resort in the 
South Pacific as voted by readers of Australian magazine Holiday with Kids for the past 
three years. 

Cuisine and you 
in Vanuatu

Like us on Facebook:  /airvanuatu

www.airvanuatu.com

airvanuatu@airvanuatu.co.nz 
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Come experience Vanuatu!

Just over three hours away in our little corner of 
heaven, you can experience our French inspired 
cuisine, delicious tropical fruits and fresh seafood 
that will tantalize your taste buds. 

You can eat yourself silly or just laze on a white 
sandy beach and soak up the warm weather.

Don’t wait, book now!
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n Beach Resort & Spa      Book at our onsite spa for massages, manicures, pedicures, facials, body wraps / scrubs, & more!

Flam
be Restaurant is Rarotonga’s perfect location to experience excellent service and food.

     W
ith its newly built outside dining area & weekly Fire Dances, 

             Flambe is a must to experience!

Enjoy 
one of 

our luxurious 
beachfront, garden, 

or private pool suite villas. 
All sumptuously decorated, with 

spacious king bedrooms. Our beautiful 
adults only resort offers you the peace and quiet 

you need to refresh and reconnect with loved ones.

Contact us today for available packages and price
s.
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and Night Buffet and Dance Show is every Thursday night at our beautiful 

Oceans Beachfront Restaurant, located directly on the

beach where our guests can eat 

breakfast lunch & dinner beside
the ocean.  Located on the 

Western side for
magnificent

sunsets!

                               36 individual villas situated on 5 acres of tropical gardens

www.crownbeach.com  |  info@crownbeach.com  |  +682 23953



Fiji is a place of breathtaking natural beauty, an amazing destination of unique cultures, idyllic landscapes and home to some of the warmest and most 
welcoming people in the world. Our 333  islands are a treasure trove of natural wonder and beauty. With exotic wedding destinations and romantic escapes 
we have a little something for everyone. We have connected the Pacific for over 65 years and continue to be the airline that connects the world to our beautiful 
home, Fiji.  With Fiji Airways, your special break begins as soon as you step on board. Our genuine Fijian warmth adds the touch of family to your special 
day from the moment you board our airline to the moment you depart home for home. Enjoy a taste of Fijian high life when travelling in Business Class. Get 
Premium Check-In, access to business lounge facilities, award-winning wines and menu, personal in-seat entertainment, all in the comfort of your angled 
lie-flat seat, complete with pillow, blanket and duvet. Providing unequaled access to Fiji and beyond through our hubs in Suva and Nadi, we offer world class 
service in both Business and Economy class. Fiji has never been more accessible, with our upgraded fleet of new Airbus A330 aircraft, and convenient flights 
direct from New-Zealand to our home up to 18 times a week. Our aircraft feature personal IFE screens with entertainment on demand, in-seat power, full 
meal and beverage service, all in the natural, warm ambience of our cabin. Fiji Link is the official domestic carrier of Fiji, offering domestic flights to eleven 
exciting destinations. 

Book FIJIAIRWAYS.COM or call 0800 800 178  

Get your feet 
wet in Fiji


